1 Hibernator image, part of
Hibernator: Prince of tha
Petrified Forest, by London
Fialdworks, 2007, a
Beaconsfield commission

2 Animation still from Prince
of the Petrified Forest, part of
Hibaernator

3 Hex silhouette, part of
Hibernator: Prince of the
Patrified Forest

DESIGN YWEEE. 15,0807

5 o
o e

u_.,“llllll '_" ‘_

Body lapse

Fancy seeing a hybrid of Walt Disney, Thumper and Bambi being filmed
as it goes through a series of visions in surreal landscapes? Then don't miss art group
London Fieldworks’ Hibernator at London’s Beaconsfield gallery. Yolanda Zappaterra
explores the background to this animatronics event

trenic ybnd of Dis
and Bambx
The provenance for the exhibition les in a rich mix of relerence
matarial that includes not just Disnay’s interest in A t Et :
m for the

devised but never saw materialise: Marc Eliot’s dark unauthd

biography of the man, Walt Disney, Holly wood's Dark Prince; Felix

Salten's 1923 novel Bambi, A Life in the Woods (the oniginal source
for Disnay's film); the Bardo Thodaol (Tibetan Book af the Dead) and
Timothy Leary’s The Psychedelic Experience, a manual based on it;
the time-lapse photography of John Ot and, in particular, his work
for Disnay; and more contemporary gentaric concarms, such as how
ecologecal shifts ara impacting on hibernaton patterns in nature and
the growing possibility of induced hibernetic states, including
long-term human stasis, as developed and explored by space
agencies in Europe

f3iven such origins, Hibarnator promigestobe a fascinating event,
a site-specific piece that will be set firmly at the intersection of art
and science, as London Fieldworks co-directors Bruce Gilchrist and
Ja Joelson envision it. The duo will be shooting the aight sell-
contained episodes in the Beaconsfield upstairs gallery space bafore
compositing each one on- and off-site and screening them in the

rmined by hight, this B
nation (along with te ra), ex s1. He an
; lain that using gree

g of visions tha _
into a state of torpor before regaining CONSCIOUSNESS In & different
landscape

Key to creating the films in public will be the idea of exposing
processes of artificiality and pratence. "They offer a reminder that
our idea of reality is just a construction, so their ComposItion 1= a
metaphor, something that's very true for the art process; it's a metaphor
for a construction of reality.’ explains Gilchnst. Thus, Hiberator is
ultirmately about manipulation — of the world and perceptions = which
comes back neatly to Disney, Ot and Ettinger. "Their work was all
about creating artificial lifespans for orgarsms and mamipulating
life processes, dealing with that moment when life bacomes death,”
says Gilchrist. @

Hibernator: Prince of the Petrified Forest is on from 15 March to
29 April ar Beaconsfield, 2 Newport Street, London SET1
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